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We have decided to examine six questions, and have
placed them on our agenda. They include several questions
concerning Germany and the Austrian treaty. These ques1
tions are not of equal importance.
The Soviet delegation proposes that first place on the
conference agenda should be given to the question of the
preparation of the peace treaty with Germany. Since it ap-
pears that there are objections to this, I shall give our rea-
sons in greater detail.
The Soviet Government is of the opinion that the prepa-
ration of the peace treaty with Germany must not be post-
poned any longer. Suffice it to say that more than two and
a half years have already elapsed since Germany's surren-
der, yet the question has made no progress at all.
We gave no little time to preparing the five peace trea-
ties with Germany's former allies. That work was eventually
completed, and, in general, successfully. The peace treaties
with Italy, Rumania, Bulgaria, Hungary and Finland have
already come into force. Prospects of peaceful development
have opened up before the peoples of these countries, and
this accords not only with the aspirations of these peoples
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